To Walk, or Not to Walk –
When is Jaywalking an Offence
in NSW?
In recent years, police have carried out several operations
targeting jaywalking, including the ongoing ‘Operation
Franklin’ in the Sydney CBD, which have resulted in over
10,000 infringement notices being issued to alleged jaywalkers
and netted hundreds of thousands of dollars.
For those going to Downing Centre Court, police can often be
seen on bicycles near the court complex waiting to nab
unsuspecting pedestrians.
But what does the law say about crossing the road in NSW? And
how can you avoid being fined?
Here’s a summary of the main rules:
Crossing a road at pedestrian lights
Regulation 231 of the NSW Road Rules 2014 says you can only
start crossing at pedestrian lights (eg the red or green man)
if the light is green.
If the light turns red, or flashing red, while you are already
on the road, you must “not stay on the road for longer than
necessary”.
The fine for disobeying this rule is currently $72, or a
maximum of $2,200 if you choose to fight the case in court and
lose.
Crossing a road at traffic lights
Regulation 232 says you can only start crossing the road at
traffic lights – where there are no pedestrian lights – if the

traffic lights are green or flashing yellow, or there is no
red light showing.
If the traffic lights turn red or yellow while you are already
on the road, you must not stay on the road for longer than
necessary.
Crossing the road when the traffic light is red or yellow
comes with a fine of $72, or up to $2,200 if you challenge the
case in court and are unsuccessful.
Crossing the road on or near a crossing
Regulation 234 makes it an offence to cross a road within 20
metres of a crossing (eg 20 metres of where there are traffic
or pedestrian lights) unless you are:
(a) crossing, or helping another pedestrian to cross, an area
of the road between tram tracks and the far left side of the
road to get on, or after getting off, a tram or public bus, or
(b) crossing to or from a safety zone, or
(c) crossing at an intersection with traffic lights and a
pedestrians may cross diagonally sign, or
(d) crossing in a shared zone, or
(e) crossing a road, or a part of a road, from which vehicles
are excluded, either permanently or temporarily.
If you are more than 20 metres from a crossing, you must not
stay on the road longer than necessary.
Again, the offence comes with a fine of $72, or up to $2,200
if contested in court.
Causing a hazard or obstruction
Regulation 236 makes it an offence to “cause a traffic hazard
by
moving
into
the
path
of
a
driver’
or

“unreasonably obstruct[ing] the path or any driver or another
pedestrian”.
The penalties are the same as the previous offences.
So, the bottom line is:
You can only start crossing a road at a pedestrian light
if the ‘man’ is green,
You can only start crossing a road at traffic lights
(where there are no pedestrian lights) if the lights are
green or flashing yellow,
You are allowed to cross a road if you are more than 20
metres away from lights,
You must get to the other side of the road in a timely
manner, and
You must not cause a hazard or obstruction to drivers or
other pedestrians.

